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An American Dream
Janet Nguyen,  

an immigrant’s inspiring 
story in her own words.

A story that’s unique,  
and uniquely Am

erican.
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“Please take just 6 m
inutes 

to w
atch this video. You w

ill 
not regret it.”

U.S. Representative  
Ed Royce 
Chairm

an, House Com
m
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on Foreign Affairs
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As a young girl, Janet Nguyen experienced the horrors of 
communism. Janet’s father and uncle were both proud members 
of the South Vietnamese military. After the fall of Saigon, Janet’s 
uncle was executed by the new government, and her family was 
slated to be put into a communist “re-education” camp. Instead 
they fled, first to a small village and from there they made several 
unsuccessful attempts to escape. Finally, after several attempts, 
Janet, her sister and mother were able to escape on a small wooden 
boat and eventually found the rest of their family in a refugee camp 
in Thailand.

Through the charity of a southern California church, Janet’s 
family was sponsored to come to America. As immigrants they 
spoke no English and had to accept public assistance in order to 
survive. But they made it.

Through all these trials, Janet Nguyen never gave up on the 
American Dream.  This is her story, in her own words. The story of 
a young girl’s journey from a small village in Vietnam, to a refugee 
camp in Thailand, to Orange County, California and a campaign that 
many consider the most important state legislative contest in the 
country in 2014.
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An American Dream

Janet Nguyen. From a small village in 
Vietnam to the most important state 

legislative campaign in America.

A story that’s unique,  
and uniquely American.
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